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with sulphonamide premedication there is little- to choose between the results
obtained with sessions of eight and six hours. We are, however, reluctant to
draw such a conclusion on the present evidence owing to the small number of
cases in the six-hour group and the fact that all our most difficult cases were
included in the eight-hour group. The group of post-gonococcal infections is
too small for comparison. The group of infections which appeared to be truly
non-specific was also small, but as far as the evidence goes it shows that this type
of treatment is less effective in these cases and that the advantages of premedication
with sulphonamides are less marked. The complications of this treatment and
means for their prevention have been discussed.
Conclusions

(1) High fever mechanically produced is the treatment of choice for resistant
gonococcal urethritis.

(2) It is much more effective when combined with sulphonamide premedication.
(3) The'duration of fever required varied with the individual'case but sessions

of six and eight hours produced a high proportion of successes.
(4) Cases in which hyperthermia was not followed by immediate cure frequently

responded to measures which had previously failed.
(5) This treatment was less effective but still of value in the treatment of resistant

cases of non-specific urethritis.
(6) The potential dangers of this treatment can be reduced to a minimum by

careful and skilful technique.
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Treatment of fusospkiflary balanitis
Local treatment with a preparation of stovarsol containing merfenil, 1 in 100,000, is advocated

for balanitis circinata by G. M. Thomson in cases where fusospirillary infection is found on
bacteriological investigation. The use of this preparation, following local hygiene with saline,
in thirty-eight cases gave'excellent results in-all, healing having been attained in an average of 3-5
days.-British Medical Journal, 16th October, 1943.

Incidence of syphilis among juvenile mental defectives
The incidence of syphilis among juvenile mental defectives of low grade was investigated by J.

Lloyd in hospital inmates during the years 1938-42. In a total of 512 children whose average age
was 5-5 years he found the blood Wassermann reaction to be positive in four cases only (0-78
per cent). He points out that among older mental defectives a positive blood Wassermann
reaction is much commoner than in this group and infers that syphilis appears to be decreasing
among parents of mental defectives, although a possible altemative explanation of the results
is that an increasing proportion of mothers may hiave been receiving treatment.-British Medical
Journal, 2nd October, 1943.
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